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and harbour works in  the  United  States of Colombia, many of 
which  have since been executed in accordance with  his plans. 

In  April, 1889, Mr. Camphuis  entered  the service of the  River 
Plate  Trust, Loan and  Agency Company, as Chief Engineer. 
That company was  under agreements with  the Costa Rica  Govern- 
ment and the Costa Rica Railway Company for the development 
of 800,000 acres of national  land  in  the Republic of Costa Rica, 
and upon that work Mr. Camphuis entered  with  the  utmost  energy 
and  determination.  Under  his  direction  experimental  patches of 
land were placed under  cultivation,  and connected by an open 
road, 12 miles in  length,  with  the  railway  at  Jimenez,  the  centre 
of his labours, and once impenetrable forests  were  changed into 
suitable dwelling-places  for colonists. But  his work  was cut  short 
by a lamentable accident. On the 3rd of December, 1891, he  was 
returning  to San Jose in a goods train ; the  last wagon, in  which 
he  was  riding,  left  the  rails and upset. In leaping  out, Mr. 
Camphuis  struck a telegraph-pole, and was crushed  between it 
and the wagon ; he  lived only  a few  minutes afterwards. 

Mr. Camphuis was  much  respected by  the Government of Costa 
Rica, which consulted him  as to the best  means of surveying  the 
country and publishing a reliable map. He was  extremely ener- 
getic, and  in  him  the  River  Plate Company lost a most valuable 
and  reliable officer. He was elected an Associate Member of the 
Institution on the  6th of March, 1888. 

JOHN CUNDY was  born on the  3rd of June, 1828. After  serving 
a regular  pupilage,  partly  under  the  late  Sir  Joseph  Bazalgette 
and  partly  under Mr. H. T. Wright,  he became in  1849 a 
draughtsman  in  the  Wagon Construction Department a t  Camden 
of the London and Birmingham  Railway, now part of the London 
and North  Western Company’s system. In 1853 the shops a t  
Camden were removed to  make  way for the  Korth London 
Extensions and for the Company’s coal depat, and Mr. Cundy 
went  with  the  other officials to  the  Saltley Works, Birmingham. 
There he  remained until 1855, when  his services and those of 
several members of the staff at  Saltley were  dispensed with, 
consequent on the  amalgamation of the various lines  under  the 
title of the London and North  Western Railway. He was next 
for two  years Manager of Hanson’s Patent Wagon Company, and 
in  1860 went  to  Spain as an Assistant  Engineer,  under Mr. Thomas 
Eumball, on the  Santiago  Railway.  He was then  appointed to 
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the staff of the  late  Captain  Fowke, R.E., engaged  on the works of 
the  International  Exhibition of 1862, and in   the following  year 
became Deputy  Superintendent of the  machinery  department, 
under Mr. D. K. Clark. I n  the same year  he  went to  Roumania 
for Mr. Bumball,  to  take  charge of a section of the  railway from 
Bucharest  to Georgivi, and  during  the  two following years  acted 
as Inspecting  Engineer  in  England for the Buenos Ayres Great 
Southern  Railway Company. In  that  capacity he  inspected some 
wagons made by  the Gloucester Railway Carriage and Wagon 
Company, and thus became favourably  known to Mr. Slater, 
the General Manager of that Company. I n  1867 the Company 
obtained  large  contracts for wagon  and  carriage stock in Bussia. 
upon  which Mr. Slater secured his services as Engineering  Agent 
in  that Empire. 

Mr. Cundy  went to Russia in 1868 and erected  shops a t  Riga, 
where for the  next five years  he  superintended a staff of four 
hundred men engaged  in  putting  together  the stock shipped from 
England. On the completion of this work in  1873 he returned 
home, and was placed in charge of the Company’s coal wagon 
dep6t a t  Cardiff. Shortly  afterwards  the Gloucester  Wagon 
Company took over the business of Messrs. Eassie  and Co., and, 
with a view to developing a fancy-wood type of building, formed 
what was  called the  joinery  or  architectural  department, of which 
Mr. Cundy  was  brought from Cardiff to  take charge. IIe  was 
thus  engaged from 1875 until 1880, when,  in consequence of some 
disagreement  with  the manager, he  left  the Company’s service. 
Of the  last  ten or twelve ycars of his  life  but  little  is known. 
On leaving Gloucester, he was for a time  Land  Steward  or  Bailiff 
on some large  estates in  Korfolk, and  was  latterly allowed  to act 
in  London on commission as an  agent for his old employers, the 
Gloucester  Wagon Company, but  his career as an  Engineer 
practically ceased on his  leaving  the service of that Company. 

Mr. Cundy died on the  25th of January, 1892. He was  elected 
an Associate of the  Institution on the  1st of May, 1866, and was 
transferred  to  the class of Associate Nember on its  creation  in 
December, 1878. 

SAMUEL  FORBES  DOWNING, &LA., was the  elder son of Mr. 
Arthur M. Downing, and was born on the  4th of July, 1844, a t  
Fenagh, CO. Carlow, of which  parish  his  grandfather was rector  for 
many years. After  being educated at  Nutgrove School, Bath- 
farnham, CO. Dublin, he was  entered in  1861 at  Trinity College, 
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